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Appendix 1 

English assignment: Pick a song! 
 

This assignment lets you discover more about the music you listen to and the artists who make it. It 

also provides an opportunity to practice the four basic skills of language learning: reading, listening, 

writing and speaking.  

1. Pair up with a partner, or if you want to you may work alone. Pick a song which you enjoy, or 

would like to learn more about. Make sure that it is a song with lyrics. When you have picked 

a song, bring it to me so that I can check if it’s okay for this assignment. 

 

2. Go online to find the lyrics of the song. Good sources for song lyrics are for example 

letssingit.com or azlyrics.com. When you have done this, make a translation from English to 

Swedish. In order to make the translation correct, don’t use Google Translate or similar tools 

except for translating individual words or phrases.  

 

 

3. Next you will use your song to practice word classes. Go through the lyrics and pick out 

words of the following categories: seven nouns, seven verbs and six adjectives or adverbs. 

That is a total of 20 words. Write them into their respective categories and save them for 

later. 

 

4. Find out as much as you can about the artist who sings your song. As a minimum, try to 

answer these questions: 

 What are the names of the members? 

 Where are they from? 

 When did they start making music? Are they still active? 

 What are their most famous songs and albums? 

 How has their career been? Has there been trouble along the way? 

 How did you discover their music? 

 Why do you enjoy them and the song you have picked? 

This information will be used for two parts of the assignment. 

5. Write a text where you pretend to be a music journalist for your local newspaper. You have 

been asked to write an article where you describe your artist and explain to people why they 

should listen to them. The text should be about 1-1,5 pages, Times New Roman size 12, 1,5 

line spacing. 

 

6. Prepare a presentation of your song and the artist who sings it. This presentation is going to 

be held in front of your classmates, and should give them a good idea of who the artist is. For 

the presentation, you will also prepare a “Fill in the blanks” test which is described on the 

next page. All in all, your presentation should take roughly 15 minutes. 

 

7. Hand in all the written parts (the translation, the words and the article) to me. This can be 

done either physically in class, or electronically to my email address: freerl11@student.hh.se  



 

Fill in the blanks 
This is an assignment that lets you and your classmates practice your listening skills. 

1. Take out the lyrics for the song you have chosen. 

2. Remove 20 words and replace them with a _________ space. Make sure to pick words that 

can be heard clearly when listening to the song. 

3. During your presentation, play your song and have your classmates listen to it in order to find 

the missing words. For this to work, you need to make sure that your song is available for 

listening, either by bringing it with you or finding it on Spotify or Youtube. If you need help 

copying your test, tell me in advance. 

 

  

Undervisningen i kursen ska behandla följande centrala innehåll: 

Kommunikationens innehåll  

 Ämnesområden med anknytning till elevernas utbildning samt samhälls- och 

arbetsliv; aktuella områden; händelser och händelseförlopp; tankar, åsikter, idéer, 

erfarenheter och känslor; relationer och etiska frågor. 

 Innehåll och form i olika typer av fiktion. 

 Levnadsvillkor, attityder, värderingar och traditioner samt sociala, politiska och 

kulturella förhållanden i olika sammanhang och delar av världen där engelska 

används. Engelska språkets utbredning och ställning i världen. 

Reception  

 Talat språk, även med viss social och dialektal färgning, och texter som är 

instruerande, berättande, sammanfattande, förklarande, diskuterande, 

rapporterande och argumenterande, även via film och andra medier. 

 Sammanhängande talat språk och samtal av olika slag, till exempel intervjuer. 

 Skönlitteratur och annan fiktion. 

 Texter av olika slag och med olika syften, till exempel manualer, 

populärvetenskapliga texter och reportage. 

 Strategier för att lyssna och läsa på olika sätt och med olika syften. 

 Olika sätt att söka, välja och kritiskt granska texter och talat språk. 

 Hur ord och fraser i muntliga och skriftliga framställningar skapar struktur och 

sammanhang genom att tydliggöra inledning, orsakssammanhang, tidsaspekt och 

slutsats. 

Produktion och interaktion  

 Muntlig och skriftlig produktion och interaktion av olika slag, även i mer formella 

sammanhang, där eleverna instruerar, berättar, sammanfattar, förklarar, 

kommenterar, värderar, motiverar sina åsikter, diskuterar och argumenterar. 

 Strategier för att bidra till och aktivt medverka i diskussioner med anknytning till 

samhälls- och arbetslivet. 

 Bearbetning av egna och andras muntliga och skriftliga framställningar för att variera, 

tydliggöra och precisera samt för att skapa struktur och anpassa till syftet och situationen. 

I detta ingår användning av ord och fraser som tydliggör orsakssammanhang och 

tidsaspekter. 

 



 

Appendix 2 

Interviews 
 

Interview 1 
Sam 

English and History 

Fifteen years of experience 

What kind of cultural media do you use? 

I use books. Sometimes they get to read a whole, which they’ve chosen for themselves, and write 

reading logbooks. Right now with my first graders, we are reading 40 pages of the Hunger Games, 

and then we read 40 pages of Divergent and then we compare. The setting, characters, that kind of 

stuff. And then we also watch the movies, Hunger Games and Divergent, and compare. You know, 

dystopia, which dystopia is the quote-unquote “better one”? 

I want to make a case for reading. We’ve also read a bit of The Faults in our Stars. In English six 

they’ve read parts of Pride and Prejudice. Sometimes, I feel that you don’t need to read an entire 

book, but just read shorter snippets and dig deeper instead of reading an entire book. 

I’m not that good at using music. A few times they have gotten to analyze their favorite artist and 

song, but that hasn’t been something that has happened every year. It varies from group to group. 

I haven’t really used theater. 

Videogames, I have never done. Actually, but that was when I started teaching, about ten or fifteen 

years back… I think it was with a natural science class with a lot of boys who loved to play this card 

game. It wasn’t really computer, but it was some kind of live game with cards. And almost all of the 

guys… They got to do that for one lesson, in English, and they thought that was a lot of fun (laughs). 

But otherwise, no videogames as far as I know. 

 

How often do you use cultural media? 

Maybe not every lesson, but very often I would say. Right now I’m working on that Divergent versus 

Hunger Games thing, so my first-years are having an intensive period of it right now, and then they’ll 

let that go and work on something verbal instead. But otherwise… it’s at least… what should I say? 

It’s hard to say, but several times per term, at least. 

 

What effect can you see in students when using cultural media as opposed to factually 

based media? 

Well… I want to make a case for reading overall, because I’ve seen that there are a lot of students 

who are good speakers, but they fall short when it comes to reading, and then they lose their writing 

because they can’t read well. So I’ve really made a case for reading. I try to use many types of texts, 

and students find that demanding. I’ve had to sell this Hunger Games thin in with “we’re going to see 



 

the film!” “Oh, are we going to see the film?” “Yeah, but we’ll be reading, like, 80 pages first!” “Oh 

no, well, fine then…”, and so you lure them with the film and work a bit harder with the texts. 

I teach history as well, and I’ve had some classes in both history and English, so for some classes we 

have brought in… Like, we talked about the atom bomb since it was the 70th anniversary this august. 

So I did that during my history hours, and then I had the group for English 6 too, and so I found some 

articles in English. It wasn’t that… in one class… it wasn’t that popular with all students… sadly. I’ve 

gotten some criticism because I have too much history in my English. […] some students just want it 

[...] divided.  

 

Are all of your material in English? You never use Swedish material? 

No, no I don’t. 

What types of media do you think students take part of in their spare time? 

Movies. Movies and videogames. Some read, but not… But then you could say that they read in the 

videogames. And that’s noticeable. But some don’t read very much.  

Also music, naturally.  

 

Is there a difference in which types of media they take part of and which students are 

more proficient in the subject? 

Well… Generally speaking, the boys are very diligent, they take in the English language very easily, 

both in reading and listening. They are very good at reading and listening because they play 

videogames so much. However, they… generally speaking, now I am generalizing heavily… they are a 

bit lazy when it comes to assignments. You can see that they are doing very well in reading and 

listening, but they are not as good at producing written work. Some are good speakers, but there is a 

huge resistance when it comes to writing. And if I generalize, many girls work very hard, but they are 

still lagging behind the boys because they don’t get the reading from videogames. So generally I think 

that boys are better at writing and listening than girls. Heavily generalized, though. 

 

Let’s say money was not an issue. What cultural media would you want the school to have 

in order to motivate students? 

Well, I mean, as a teacher, part of my job is to make them motivated for whatever. But I would want 

– I don’t use any textbook – I would want to do it purely fiction based. We have a few class 

collection, but it’s not that many, but I would like for us to read a lot more fiction. And then – but this 

is just because I find it enjoyable (laughs) – I like it when several people read the same books and 

discuss them. […] So I’d want whole class collections of some fun fiction. That’s my dream. But then, 

maybe that isn’t what the students are dreaming of (laughs). 

 

Do you think that your students would agree with you? 



 

No, I don’t think they would, really. Some of them, when they read, are like “well, this wasn’t so 

hard”. I want to create that coziness, that they realize how cozy it is to curl up somewhere with a cup 

of tea and a book. I prefer that they read at home so they can find that cozy spot in their homes. And 

sometimes you can find the books on Youtube so that you can listen along. […] well, that’s my dream, 

not the students’, but you have to be varied. Sometimes you do something you like, and then 

sometimes you find something which appeals to the students.  

What do you think students would wish for in their learning? 

Most of the time when you ask them, they say movies. And preferably not having to do any work 

with it (laughs). They just want to watch it. Like, now we’ve read the first two chapters of The Hunger 

Games, and then we saw… when we had worked with them, we started watching and then I stopped 

it about 17 minutes in, because by then they have shown just about the first two chapters. “What? 

Aren’t we going to watch it further?” “Yeah, but now we are going to compare first.” [..] So I think 

movies is what they enjoy the most. And not working with them (laughs) 

 

Also debates, if you can call that a cultural medium… For example right not we are going to have a 

debate on the US elections. One student is going to be Bernie Sanders and another Donald Trump.  

 

Since I am not so well-versed with videogames, it’s very likely that they would love that, if I were 

more knowledgeable with that, but I’m not.  

 

My study is mainly focused on music. Do you use music in your teaching? 

We’ve listened to a few different kinds of depictions of the USA, for example Born in the USA and the 

national anthem. What kind of depictions do we get from them? So I’ve used it in that way… Also the 

British national anthem. 

Also, they’ve gotten to  work with lyrics, present their favorite artists and maybe also analyze songs. 

It varies from year to year. Sometimes we’ve just translated lyrics. 

One time there was a boy who picked that song “Call on Me”, and I said “this is not really okay, you’ll 

have to pick something a little bit more complex”. 

Sometimes I want to know what they are actually singing. One year, this class wanted to watch 

“Menace to Society”, I think it’s called. And there was some kind of rap song in it, which we brought 

up and listened. And one think I noticed is that they are a lot better at slang than I am, so sometimes 

they have to explain to me. 

Sometimes I have the same class for English 5 and 6, and then I make it so that the get to encounter 

music at least once during those two courses. 

 

Do you see any difference in motivation? 

Movies are a motivational factor. That’s noticeable. Music can be for some. Some students just love 

it. […] Some of them didn’t bite. But I think it is a great gateway. Like when we talked about Born in 

the USA… not everyone realizes that it’s pretty critical towards the USA. They have been thinking that 



 

it is like a tribute too the US, but when you look closer, you realize that “oh, is that what he is 

singing?”. 

This was a reminder for me to use it more often (laughs). 

Interview 2 
Chris 

English, French and Latin (no current courses) 

30 years of experience. 

What kind of cultural media do you use? 

Everything pertaining to the internet, everything from Youtube clips to podcasts. For example, BBC 

Six minutes has short clips made for schools.  

I also use the occasional movie, for example when beginning or finishing up a theme or subject. Or 

some kind of show. In my French I have used shows which are tailor-made for entry levels of French. 

For English it’s much easier to use original sources. 

In my French class we’ve used an app. They enjoyed that a lot. But there are limitation to those. […] I 

feel like you don’t need those kinds of apps as much for English. Swedish youths are so advanced in 

their English, so it’s not really the case that they need to practice those relatively… in the apps, the 

grammatical phenomena are pretty basic, and upper secondary school should be a bit more 

advanced.  

I haven’t really used gaming. I was at a lecture by a teacher who had used gaming exclusively 

throughout their courses. As for myself, I feel a bit to uninterested and it wouldn’t feel natural for me 

use gaming as a basis for teaching. 

But I have used, for example, this game called Loup Garou, a werewolf game, a classroom roleplaying 

game. I enjoy that. Roleplay in the form of cards, or in the form of… There are a lot of books which 

I’ve used. I have done for example courtrooms, where you take out six people and put them in the 

front. All of them are criminals and accused of something, and one is going to be release, “now speak 

for your case”. And the audience are now judges or jury or whatever, and have to agree on who to 

set free. Those kinds of things are a lot of fun. Some students detest it, but some of them really 

blossom with it. 

Not videogames, except for maybe on glosor.eu, where you can drive cars and hit the correct words.  

I guess that’s one type of game, but it’s not really their form of gaming. It’s more like learning trough 

playful interaction. 

 

How often do you use cultural media, put in contrast to factually based media? 

It’s hard to say. But when you use textbook, or this digital library of textbooks which we use called 

Digilär, there are often themes where about half of the texts are factual and half are fictional. And I 

think that’s sort of what we do in school as a whole. 

Also, I think you can experience all kinds of culture, even if you don’t call it culture, as a type of 

escapism, that you can escape reality for a while, and I think that is appreciated. I think English can 

work as breathing like that. Math can’t really do that. Swedish can do it, English can do it. 



 

 

Do you only use English sources? 

Yes. They are at such an advanced level that it becomes easy to find material which is easy enough 

for them. 

 

How do you think the cultural media affects students’ language? 

They get to hear different types of English. […] I think there is a need for different types of media to 

showcase different styles of English. The subject has a focus towards learning different stylistic levels. 

[…] As you use many sources, the wider the language presented becomes.  

 

What types of media do you think that students take part of in their spare time? 

A few years back, I would have said movies, but I don’t think they watch that many movies 

nowadays. Ten or fifteen years back, I had students who would watch four movies a day, But that’s 

not how it works anymore. They don’t watch movies like that anymore. Instead they watch Youtube 

clips. They watch gamers who play games and comment themselves. I think all of them do that, and 

it’s also bloggers, a lot of girls listen to and watch other girls. 

But also, there are a lot of podcasts. That surprised me the most, because I thought that this 

generation would want to both see and hear. But I’ve gotten the feeling that they have grown tired 

of images, and they vastly enjoy just listening instead. I thought that was something old-fashioned, I 

thought that the radio was on its way out. But I think that they listen to podcasts, and I think that 

they do that in English as well. 

 

You mentioned that students have migrated from movies to shorter clips. Why do you 

think they have done this? 

I think that that it’s the availability of information that has changed. Because, I mean, I don’t think 

that people have been commenting themselves, like for example Pewdiepie [the most subscribed 

Youtuber in the world, comedian with a focus on videogames] and so on, for very long. My son has 

been playing Wow [World of Warcraft, a massively multiplayer online roleplaying game] quite a lot, 

and to just sit and watch someone else play WoW and comment over it is a fairly new concept, I 

think. People have been playing WoW for about ten years, but for how long have people commented 

themselves playing it on Youtube? I don’t really know, but maybe five years? 

Sometimes, even an action movie can be construed as boring, and you need to watch it from A to B, 

from start to finish, otherwise it loses its purpose. But with blogs, you can just jump straight into it, 

and it is much more like a constant stream. It doesn’t have a clear dramaturgy, no clear beginning or 

end. 

Do you think that the language they learn at home differs from what they learn in school? 

Yes, absolutely. We can see that English is the only subject where the boys outshine the girls. They 

know so many words. Maybe they aren’t as popular as they used to, but earlier with students who 

would play LoL [League of Legends, a multiplayer online battle arena game] or WoW there would be 



 

a lot of words for shields and swords and different kinds of combat strategies. Really advanced, 

sometimes arcane language picked up by the creators of the games to create a framework for the 

story.  

Maybe I’m being presumptuous, but among the girls it has become immensely popular to watch 

makeup tutorials and such things. And American accents in those types of videos really leave their 

mark. Even if they’ve mostly watched American movies before, when hearing spoken American 

English like that, they start throwing around phrases like those bloggers.  

And another upside of those blog posts is that they come out extremely frequently, so they become 

exposed to a lot of English by listening and following these blogs, and longing for the next post to be 

published.  

Let’s say money was not an issue. What cultural media would you want the school to have 

in order to motivate students? 

I may sound old fashioned, but right now at this school – or rather this department – we don’t have a 

proper library. […] I think that schools should offer a complement to what they get via for example 

the internet. So I picture having students sitting in recreation rooms surrounded by good, fresh 

magazines in their areas of interest. Everything from gaming magazines to… Because there is a lot of 

magazines in English as well. I could be fashion magazines or music magazines or whatever. In my 

experience, they’ll at least flip through magazines, and that’s fun. And they don’t really have 

magazines at home, and I think that what you get – and this might be just because I have a personal 

interest in music – What you get out of a music magazine is knowledge and depth, as opposed to just 

opinion. They’re surrounded by opinions everywhere, and that can be taxing. And that’s something 

that they react to when reading magazines in English; that it’s very difficult, very advanced.  

Do you think your students would agree with you on this? 

No, I don’t think so. I wish they would, but I don’t think so. I don’t think they see the need for it. But I 

feel like some would find it enjoyable […] because it is a complement of what they normally do.  

But also, I know that a lot of them read magazines online. So that’s one thing. But online, it’s more 

like you scroll up and down, then you get bored and do something else. Maybe you do that with a 

magazine as well, but with a magazine it’s easy get a visual confirmation of “oh, now I’m halfway 

through the article”, and you get a lit enticed to turn the page and read an image text or something.  

My study is mainly focused on music. Do you use music in your teaching? 

Well, I would say that I’ve had a lot of it, as it is my area of interest too. I I’ll always have them 

listening to songs, fill in the blanks… […] If we’re working with a theme, for example when we’ve 

worked with food I’ve played something silly like Weird Al Yankovich’s “Eat it”. It’s a bit funny, and 

they know the song and the wordplay. Or sometimes I just want to create a feeling. 

You rarely get to work with creative writing, but with a song you can tell a very dramatic story. Just 

take something silly like “Delilah” by Tom Jones. “I felt a knife in my hand and she laughed no more”. 

Where did that come from? Or “Lola” [a 1970 song by The Kinks]. “She was a he”, or is it “he was a 

she”? I mean, there is so much music around us that we don’t really listen to fully.  

Now a days, you have textbooks for so long that they don’t dare to put artists in them for fear of 

becoming dated. 



 

Do you feel like there is a difference in the students, for example their motivation, when 

you use music in your teaching? 

I think that everything that makes it feel closer to them is seen as something positive. However, I 

sometimes feel like it’s challenging… Since the work in English is divided up into subject areas, […} 

and with this method you could have students […] who worked with music every darn year. And sure, 

we are supposed to plan together with them, but since they come to upper secondary school from 

different schools, that could happen. And if nothing else, for your own sake. “Oh, I worked with this 

last fall. I think I’ll do that again”, and then you’re stuck in a rut. So you have to challenge them, as 

well as find new perspectives so that you’re not just using the same material over and over. 
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