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ABSTRACT 
Scania is well known for its agriculture, previously the region consisted of mostly agricultural 

landscape and farming. Scania is the wealthiest part in Sweden of agricultural landscape and 

stands out from the rest of the country’s landscape.  In the late eighteenth century the 

industrialization came to the region and the agriculture developed in pace with the industry. 

Most previous studies have described the evolution from agriculture to industrialization and 

urbanization of the region but seemed to fail to investigate the embedded drivers that drove 

the transformation. Therefore this study investigated embedded drivers during the period from 

agriculture to industrialization in the region of Scania. The result showed that factors of 

agricultural transformation, social change and entrepreneurship were the key embedded 

drivers for transformation.   

Keywords: Agriculture, Agrarian transformation, Industrialization, Industry, Scania, 

Social change, and Entrepreneurship, 18th century, 19th century.  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Sweden is one of the biggest countries in Europe (Källander, 2000). The landscape consists of 

2.590.100,00
1
 ha agricultural land (SCB, 2017), the rest of the land is covered by forests, 

mountains, marshlands and lakes (Källander, 2000). Scania in Latin standing for Skåne is the 

most southern province in Sweden. The province was Danish until 1658 and since then it has 

been a part of Sweden (Liljenberg, 1978; Germundsson, 2005). It is also known as part of the 

Öresund, the Scandinavian name for The Sound, which is the strait between Sweden and 

Denmark, including the majority of the Danish island of Zealand - Sjælland. Some even say 

that Scania gave the name for Scandinavia (Skansjö, 2015).  “Allemansrätten” a unique 

legislation in Sweden makes the landscape of Scania as well as the rest of the country 

accessible for everyone to explore forests, lakes, meadows and anything that the nature offers 

in a responsible way without permission from the landowner (Andersson, 2007).  At first sight 

Scania can be seen equal as the rest of the Swedish provinces but there are some rarities in the 

region that gives it a certain impression.  Scania is well recognised for its geese, and the 

inofficial Scania flag that Scanias hoists with pride. Scania is known for its agriculture, cities, 

churches, castles and the landscape of tight communications. Openness is characteristic for 

Scania’s landscape, which differs from forests and hamlets that characterise the rest of the 

Swedish landscape. The heritage in Scania therefore has a slight chance of being alienated 

(Germundsson, 2005). The region has closeness to the European continent and therefore has 

received important influences within culture, economy and politics (Skansjö, 2015). However, 

in a number of the most common features of North European agricultural settings, Scania is 

                                                        
1 Statistics about agricultural holdings with more than 2.0 ha farmland or big herds or at least 2 500 m2 outdoor area for horticultural 

production or at least 200 m2 greenhouse for horticultural production 
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said to differ slightly regarding socio-economic and topographic conditions as well as land 

management (Svensson, 2006). The region of Scania has great transportation communications 

due to good infrastructure, which started to expand already in the 1870s since the Swedish 

government decided to focus on the country's infrastructure development (Lindbeck, 1973). 

The region is optimal for organizations that need a greater amount location space since the 

property prices are lower for properties in Scania compared to the rest of the area around 

Öresund. At the same time Scania offers great possibilities for export and import of goods 

since the region transportate around 1.4 million tonnes of goods each year from the ports in 

Scania (Andersson, 2007).  Nowadays, Scania together with the whole Øresund has still been 

recognized as a logistics hub for the entire Baltic region. It is the natural transit region for a 

very large share of the flow of goods that come to and go from Sweden, and a considerable 

portion of Sweden’s exports travel via Scania. Scania has been further enhanced Scania’s 

transports and logistical capacity thanks to the strong regional concentration of the food 

industry. It is estimated that the total growth will increase by 20% by 2020 in terms of goods 

volume, which makes Scania become one of the regions with the most significant increase 

(Andersson, 2007). 

 

Sweden is part of one of the northernmost areas where agricultural activities are exercised; it 

is possible thanks to the warm ocean currents that pass by the coasts (Gadd, 2000). In the 

beginning of the seventeenth century at least 80% of the population were agricultural 

population compared to today’s 2%, but even the small amount the agriculture provides the 

population with their needs for provision (Gadd, 2000). The period from 1750-1850 is 

referred to as the agrarian revolution, which consisted of a series of innovations regarding 

areal ownership, cultivation, etc. (Nilsson & Svärd, 1994; Gadd, 2000; Bengtsson & Dribe, 

2002; Svensson, 2006; Olsson & Svensson, 2008).  In the 1870-1945, along with the 

agriculture changes, more and more factories were established, cars started to appear on the 

streets and pollution from fossil fuel impacted the soil (Morell, 2001). In the 1870s, 

industrialization was said to happen in Sweden (Sundin, & Willner, 2007). From the middle 

of the 1930s industrialization population exceeded the agricultural population in Sweden 

(Morell, 2001). Accordingly, the Swedish agriculture needed to adjust to innovations, 

industrialization, urbanization and development of infrastructure (Morell, 2001).  

 

Moreover, between 1850 and 1970, Sweden was reported to achieve the highest economic 

growth rate in the world next to Japan and in terms of GDP per capita, it was ranked one of 

the wealthiest nations in the world (Inge, 1967; Carlgren, 2015). In regard to this as well as 

the well-known features of Scania, its critical role and contribution to the regional economy, it 

is significant to track back the local history of Scania during the period when a lot of 

substantial changes have been observed to happen, to gain an understanding of the 

participation of Scania in such glorious profound changes. Particularly, the reasons behind 

have been paid with increasing attention and interests. The objective of this paper therefore is 

to investigate the embedded drivers in the transition period from agricultural transformation to 

industrialization as well as examine such drivers in Scania context.  

 

2. METHODOLOGY  
This study aims to investigate the drivers embedded in the transformation from agricultural 

society to industrialization. The secondary data were collected in the form of scientific articles 

and relevant history books of the subject from trustworthy sources such as Halmstad 

University’s library and its relevant databases as Scopus, Web of Science, Emerald, Google 

Scholar and from authors of relevant field who have been published a large number of books 
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and articles, among with others. The mainly used search words on the databases were: Scania 

Southern Sweden, Southern Sweden, Skåne, Agriculture, Agricultural, Agrarian, 

Industrialization, Industry, Influential factors, Determinants, 18th century, 19th century.  

 

The structure of this study is of qualitative approach, consisting of data mostly built on words 

(Bryman & Bell, 2015). To test the study’s quality its trustworthiness and authenticity are 

measured. The study accomplishes transferability since it provides a lot of information that 

makes it possible to transfer the research to other environments. The researchers of this study 

have been acting in good faith, it therefore achieves confirmability. The study also provides a 

good understanding for the readers in the agriculture and industrialization as well as 

embedded drivers in the region of Scania (Bryman & Bell, 2015). The reliability of this study 

could be tested by the test-retest method in order to prove that the result would be the same in 

a second study the studies should have a high correlation (Bryman & Bell, 2015).  

 

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  

3.1 Agriculture of Scania 

Two hundred years ago in Scania more than 90% of the population lived at the countryside 

out of 250,000.00 residents. The dominant occupation was agriculture and landholding 

peasants were considered as the backbone of the agriculturalists. Generally, it seemed to have 

had all sorts of different peasant ecotypes, tenants under the nobility who formed crowded 

villages on the plains surrounding a manor as well as small-scale freeholders in wooded areas. 

The reverse was said to exist as well. Regarding property rights, about half Scanian land was 

the property of the nobility and the other half of either the Crown or by freeholders (owner-

occupiers). The freeholders paid taxes to the Crown. From the late seventeenth century 

onwards ownership were strengthened, gradually enabling the peasants to legally reallocate 

farms, to trade them on the land market and to have break-up from the village organization. 

The Crown leased most of its land to tenants, who had similar legal and economic status with 

that of freeholders, and most of them had bought their farmsteads by the mid-nineteenth 

century, making them freeholds (Dribe, Olsson, & Svensson, 2010).  

 

A rich harvest brings wealth to people while a bad harvest brings starvation and poverty, 

therefore agricultural production and its distribution is the one historical factor for the well-

being of mankind (Olsson & Svensson, 2017). Sweden's landscape consists of 2 590 100
2
 ha 

agricultural land which is approximately 5.4% of the total area almost 2.0% less (2 844 600 

ha) than in 1990 (SCB, 2017) the rest of the landscape consists of water, woods, marsh, and 

mountains (Källander, 2000). In 2005 Scania consisted of 541 006 ha agricultural land in the 

same year the total amount of land in Sweden were 2 703 100
3
 ha which means that 

approximately 20% of the total agricultural land are found in the southernmost Sweden (SCB, 

2017; SCB, 2008). But already in the sixteenth century Scania consisted of more than half of 

the landscape of agricultural land in some parts even a third of the land (Gadd, 2000). The 

cold winter weather and warm summers are favourable for agriculture since many crop pets 

inhibit infestations. Besides, Scania has the best opportunities for agriculture in the country 

since they have almost 100 days longer growing season then the north of Sweden. Grain 

production is most common in the agrarian lands in the south (Källander, 2000). All of the 

agricultural production did not belong to the Scanian population, some was manors that were 

                                                        
2 Statistics about agricultural holdings with more than 2.0 ha farmland or big herds or at least 2 500 m2 outdoor area for horticultural 
production or at least 200 m2 greenhouse for horticultural production 
3 Statistics about agricultural holdings with more than 2.0 ha farmland or big herds or at least 2 500 m2 outdoor area for horticultural 

production or at least 200 m2 greenhouse for horticultural production 
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owned and used by nobles that were liberated from taxes to the Swedish Crown (Gadd, 2000). 

Since 1658, Scania has belonged to Sweden after conquering from Denmark, at the same time 

Scania became the area in Sweden that produces the most surplus. Farmers at that time had to 

pay grain tithes to the Crown and the church until 1904 when it was abolished. Animal 

agriculture was not so common in Scania at that time, the cities were small in the southern 

Sweden and there was no demand for a lot of them, but some butter and alive animals were 

sold at the countryside. Therefore grain production became the major production since long 

ago in Scania region (Olsson & Svensson, 2017). According to Gadd (2000), Scania region 

had the highest return on production in the whole country in 1820 with more than six barrels 

per seed barrel compared to the worst one that gave three to three and a half barrel at the same 

time.  

 

According to Källander (2000) the average farm size grew, in eight years from 1990 to 1998, 

from 29 to 33 ha and the number of creatures increased for as well cows and pigs. The decline 

in farms was most significant in the north and depended on EU’s common policy regarding 

agriculture, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), which has been guidance for Scania as 

well as for Sweden since they joined EU in 1995. The membership did although increase the 

total agricultural production. Prices and subsidy affected the growth and land use since 1994, 

grain and sugar production increased as well peas and beans while oilseed decreased 

(Källander, 2000). Later on the agriculture got more intensified and specialised due to 

structural development, which resulted in fewer and larger farms (Källander, 2000).  

 

Organic agriculture has been the focus in later years. In 1999, about 10% of the area in 

Sweden were reported as organic or was at least using the national support programme for 

organic farming under Council Regulation (EC) 2078/92. One of the first co-operatives in the 

agricultural production of vegetables in Sweden was Samodlarna Sverige and co-operatives 

for other products followed. The co-operatives were aimed to get organic products to be 

responsible for the processing industry, wholesalers and food chains as well. In 1989, for the 

first time conversion to organic agriculture had supports and in 1993 it was decided to have 

more involvement from the society in the development of organic agriculture. In 2000 a new 

goal was developed, to reach 30% organic production until 2010 (Källander, 2000). Scania 

has a great focus on environment as well, where some agricultural landscapes have been 

modified to drainage basins. The purpose is to reduce the nutrient load to the sea with ponds 

and riparian zones. All of the changes have been made in negotiation with the landowners that 

in some cases got economic compensation or even a full cost coverage (Lindahl & Söderqvist, 

2004).  

 

3.2 Agricultural transformation in Scania 1700-1850 

In the period between 1750-1850 Scania’s agriculture went through a transformation (Gadd, 

2000; Olsson & Svensson, 2008; Svensson, 2016; Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002; Nilsson & 

Svärd, 1994). During the growth period, although there were some interruptions caused by the 

introduction of “coin conversion” in 1776 or the major harvest failure in 1783 followed by a 

severe winter, which might have negatively impacted, on the production of the following 

years, it was not considered as a serious blow to the peasant economy (Olsson, 2005).   

The agriculture in the region began to recover from 1711 to end of 1730s and went down 

again in the 1740s due to cattle diseases and harvest failure. The Swedish government started 

to rise concerns about the decreases in Scania and incremental attention was paid to farming 

techniques, drainage and consolidations (Olsson, 2005). After 1780 the growth increased in 

the area and until the middle of the nineteenth century the production had more than four 

timed. In the later periods crop production and production over all substantially overcame the 



 5 

population growth (Olsson & Svensson, 2008). The crops that had the largest increased 

growths were staple crops, rye, barley, oats, wheat, beans, peas, buckwheat and potatoes. The 

increase and expansion of agricultural crops increased the total value of production, which 

partly depended on decrease of animal production over time as well (Olsson & Svensson, 

2008).  

 

The agriculture in Scania stagnated in the beginning of the eighteenth century when the Great 

Nordic War erupted and farmers were forced to join the army, which lead to tax burdens. Real 

tax burden went down for the freeholders and tenants under the Crown in Sweden, in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth century. As the result, of the rising prices in the mid eighteenth 

century motivated peasants to raise production as well as the rents went up the tenants tended 

to buy their farms and convert to freeholds in order to protect themselves against potential 

buyers (Olsson, 2005; Rydeberg, 1985; Myking, 2005). The farm production continued to 

grow intensively at higher rates till 1824. The following period from 1825 to 1833 was seen 

as the adjustment period witnessing a weakening in farm production. Many villages suffered 

from decreasing grain prices, including those that had not gone through radical enclosures 

1803-1819, after a new enclosure act in 1827. The abolition of the fallow, integration of 

fodder plants and potatoes in their crop rotation systems then took place as important steps 

towards the new farming system. The farming production then grew rapidly and dramatically 

in the following years. The soils in Scania were depleted of nitrogen due to the caused by the 

agriculture and the traditional ecological potential was on the edge during the eighteenth 

century. Before the nineteenth century innovations improved the region's quality and the 

efficiency of the plots increased as well (Olsson, 2005).  In late 1840s and beginning of 1850s 

the agricultural increased rapidly in production per capita (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002). In 

Scania the development of agriculture were in largely scales due to foreign exports of grains 

that resulted in economic growth as well (Fridlizius, 1981). In the 1700s agricultural provided 

the population with provisions that the food industry has taken over today (Gadd, 2000).  

 

In the end of the eighteenth century the agricultural society needed to make adjustments in 

order to fit with new inventions and the industrialization that developed. But there was still a 

lot of population with connection to agriculture in the end of the century (Morell, 2001). The 

agriculture gets introduced to chemicals, fertilizers and pesticides while the labor gets 

exchanged for machinery (Morell, 2001). During the nineteenth century a lot of the 

agricultural farms were shut down and derelict farms could be seen around the country, but in 

southern sweden the farms had instead developed into modern highly effective agriculture 

(Flygare,w & Isacson, 2003). Increased growth resulted in capital that made it possible to 

invest in new machinery, which improved the agriculture as well as contributed to the 

industrialization (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Morell, 2001).   

 

3.3 Industrialization of Scania 

The industrial revolution came to Sweden late in the 1870s (Sundin, & Willner, 2007). 

Agriculture was a part of the first phase of industrialization in Scania, railway constructions in 

the mid-nineteenth century created a better access to markets and food industries. For now it 

was possible to establish mills, dairies and breweries in the cities with railway stations 

(Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010). The railways expanded in the Scania region making the 

commerce’s was concurred by new ones, especially in Skurup. The new station in Skurup 

brought more and new goods to the town as well as to Scania in total. Railway towns 

expanded and concurred more and more of the landscape that once belonged to the church 

society (Søilen, 2013).  Scania was together with Stockholm the most industrialized regions in 

Sweden even before the big breakthrough (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010). The newly emerging 
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industries (brick, stone, lime and cement) in the rural areas as well as new factories in the 

cities was financed with the profit from agriculture and its products and the food industry. The 

new industries produced metal and machinery as well as chemicals for artificial fertilizers that 

was of relevance for the agriculture that in turn was an important customer for the newly 

established industries (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Morell, 2001). The landscape and rural 

society in Scania was effected by the industrialization and urbanization in the 1750-1880. 

Since there was new types of production the land use needed to change as well (Jansson & 

Wästfelt, 2010). Both the industrialization and urbanization affected the environment in the 

region, hygienic crises, and social crises as an outcome of poor unhealthy housing, polluted 

cities and ecological crises (Anderberg, 2009). This was familiar with a lot of fast growing 

cities in Europe, water and sanitary increased as an issue in Scania, which later was solved by 

collection of wastewater that was transported to the strait (Anderberg, 2009). Scania consisted 

of almost a third of all rural industrial workers in the 1870s and the most important industrial 

branches were distilleries, sugar, brick and cement factories (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010). 

Between 1870 and 1900 the urbanization increased while a varied industrial development 

happened in most of the cities in Scania region and the population doubled in the urban cities. 

After the war the economy and industrial grew faster than ever and a car-driven welfare 

appeared in Scandinavia. But after the oil crises in 1970 some major industries suffered and 

everything in the region stagnated. Some of the important industries disappeared or declined, 

and some industrial developments were built up in new regions (Anderberg, 2009).  

 

In the 1960s the region were one of the wealthiest but along with the progress it changed and 

in 1990s Scania was one of the poorest regions (Anderberg, 2009). Agricultural industry was 

one of the biggest employers for the industrial workforce (45%) and made major contribution 

to the production value (35%) in 1990. The most important industrial county in Sweden was 

Malmöhus County in southwestern Scania around the 1900s (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010). 

Scania continued to be one of the diversified industrial regions, but more and more regions 

industrialized with a dynamic development of export-oriented sectors for example wood, pulp 

and paper, and metal. Malmö and Helsingborg continued as important industrial centres but 

there were a lot of other important locations as well that has given names to long-lived 

companies. Scania is now known for rubber and chemicals from Trelleborg, metals from 

Höganäs, chemicals in Perstorp and kitchens from Ballingslöv (Anderberg, 2009). Some of 

the biggest ports in Sweden are located in the region of Scania, they also consist of good air 

connection to the rest of the world from their three airports. The region handles a large share 

of Sweden’s export and import, which have increased Scania’s transport and logistic 

capability among with the concentration of food industry (Andersson, 2007; Lindbeck, 

1973).   

 

The region continued to work with the pollution and environment, in the 1970s the pollution 

in the area changed due to the industrial restructuring since the mid 1970s. Nowadays central 

Malmö has some of the clearest waters and beaches in Sweden; the development of water 

quality was remarkable between 1970 until 2005 (Anderberg, 2009). Scania consists of almost 

50% of all the Swedish food industries, with almost 3,000.00 SME (small and medium 

enterprise) within the food sector located in the region. International organizations can be 

attracted by the multicultural composition of Scania (Andersson, 2007).   

 

3.4 Key embedded drivers of the transition to industrialization in Sweden 

3.4.1 External embedded driver 

In the 1850s, the final period of agricultural transformation, there was a huge demand from an 

industrializing Europe, especially Britain, which caused the exports of Swedish products such 
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as iron, steel and sawed timber from the great Swedish forests to expand massively. 

Therefore, the start of industrialization in Sweden could be seen as export-led (Sundin, & 

Willner, 2007; Magnusson, 2009). The sawmill industry was exposed with the steam-engine 

the first time which led to the establishment of the first factories as well as the great 

transformation from small scale to large scale production of the Swedish iron and steel 

industry. Moreover, the great export industries continued to expand greatly at the same time 

with the rapid growth of domestic market for consumption articles such as cotton textiles and 

for the mechanical engineering industry.  Especially, from the middle of the 1890s, new 

export products such as iron ore and paper-pulp were promoted, new establishment of a 

number of mechanical engineering export-based enterprises as Ericson,  Atlas Copco,  Alfa 

Laval,  as well as SKF and Volvo later on, which are still progressively developing nowadays 

(Sundin, & Willner, 2007; Magnusson, 2009).  

 

3.4.2 Internal embedded driver  

Agricultural transformation/revolution 

Looking at the industrial revolution of Sweden from another viewpoint, Magnusson, (2009) 

proposed in his book “Nation, State and the Industrial Revolution: The Visible Hand” that 

domestic factors are probably the most important factors influencing on the industrial 

revolution and economic growth of Sweden in general. Among such factors, the agricultural 

revolution of the late eighteenth century probably played the first and foremost distinctive 

role (Lindbeck, 1973; Schön, 1997, Magnusson, 2009; Carlgren, 2015). Besides the 

productivity rose rapidly at a high rate due to more production fact such as more labor and 

land combination, large-scale and technically advanced improvement in the forms of new 

tools of cultivating the land were introduced, methods of production such as crop rotations 

were improved (Olsson, & Svensson, 2008). This indicated that the increased productivity 

and introduction or technical improvement in agricultural revolution created more labor force 

redundancy, pressing individuals to move to and serve in the early industry. The agrarian 

revolution was also affected to some extent by the agricultural reforms set by the government, 

especially enclosure reforms, more freedom created for dividing up peasant land and more 

definitive and better enforced property rights introduced (Allen, 1992; Clark, 1998; Fridlizius, 

1979; Heckscher, 1949; McCloskey, 1975; Overton, 1996; Svensson, 2006, Olsson & 

Svensson, 2008, Magnusson, 2009).  

 

The agricultural revolution went through not only growth phase but also stagnation phase. 

After some time of income per capita going down in the period of 1780s and 1790s. However, 

it began to rise again, especially after the end of Napoleonic wars. The demand for textiles 

and other consumptions articles, tools etc. increased accordingly.  As a result, a rapid increase 

of rurally based proto-industry occurred, especially after 1815. In particular, the textile 

industry was greatly impacted, other industries were stimulated to establish or expand by such 

increasing demand (Schön, 1997; Svensson; 2006; Magnusson, 2009). The 1850s was the 

heyday of rural proto-industry in Sweden. During the latter half of the nineteenth and the first 

half of the 20th century, the industrialization of Sweden became fully established after the 

presence of small enterprises (Lindbeck, 1973; Magnusson, 2009). In that sense, a positive 

environment for economic growth was created by the cooperation of the agricultural and 

industrial sectors (Carlgren, 2015). Taking place profoundly from 1750 to 1850, Agricultural 

transformation in Sweden also involved other changes, such as a growing credit market, 

technological change, local investments in education, and emerging land and labor markets 

(Gadd, 1983; Schön, 2000; Svensson, 2001; Dribe & Lundh, 2005). 

 

Social change 
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In the period of agricultural transformation 1750 – 1850, the number of peasons went up by 

10% while that of landless quadrupled (Wohlin, 1909; Winberg, 1975). The incomes of 

market producing peasants were increased during the transformation of agriculture in the first 

half of the nineteenth century, which enlarged the gap between landed peasants and landless 

and semi-landless groups (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002). The situation became worse as the 

landless encountered problems of finding jobs in bad harvest years of the same period as well 

as the shortage of jobs outside agriculture. They also could not rely on the poor relief system 

since  it was going under some changes and that system actually was seen to take care of only 

a few percentage of population such as elderly, sick or handicapped people (Bengtsson & 

Dribe, 2002; Bengtsson, & Brostrom, 2010). As a result, it was clear that landless people were 

highly vulnerable to the economic stress or fluctuations, and their living standard actually 

deteriorated (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002; Bengtsson, 2004; Allen, Bengtsson & Dribe, 2005; 

Dribe, Olsson, & Svensson, 2016). In addition, it was argued that the immediate effect of 

enclosure and village break-up accounted for their vulnerability and low living standard too. 

Such changes were seen to make it more difficult for them to use common land to raise pigs, 

sheep for example to secure their livelihood and hence make them depend much more on the 

market for employment as well as for consumption (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002). 

 

Social change in the countryside was remarkable during the nineteenth century and strongly 

attached to the industrialization of Sweden (Sundin, & Willner, 2007). The major change was 

considered as proletarization and pauperization (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002). There was an 

increase of share of landless (Carlsson 1968), significant downward mobility due to inability 

to afford a farm of many children of farmers (Lundh, 1999). This happened throughout 

Sweden (Lundh, 1999).  In the late 1860s, Swedish population experienced the major famine 

years. The famine crisis was considered to contribute the increased mortality. However, as in 

many other countries during that time, the increased mortality was mostly due to the increased 

epidemics caused by labour mobility and vagrancy during the famine years (Sundin & 

Willner, 2003). In the northern half of the country, which experienced the worst famine, 

forestry and mining could provide both cc employment opportunities. The region then 

attracted the proletariat from more southern parts of the country. Between 1865 and 1910, real 

wages for industrial and agricultural workers increased double times (Sundin, & Willner, 

2007).  

 

Early entrepreneurship 

Another factor, which could probably facilitate the transition to industrialization of Scania in 

particular, and Sweden in general is the emergence of entrepreneurship in the last decades of 

the nineteenth century. There existed a class of private entrepreneurs who were able to self-

employ in trade, industry and banking. They were also granted to take entrepreneurial 

initiatives uninhibitedly in production, investment, distribution and finance (Lindbeck, 1973). 

Despite of such establishment of early entrepreneurship, prohibitions and regulations as late 

as the mid 1850s restricted most of the economic activities. A system called “the guild 

system” was formed, stating clear rules of what certain types of work are allowed to be done, 

where and how they were supposed to be done and by whom. It is possible to say that such 

prohibitions, regulations and guild system in practice had not been very effective obstacles to 

the new forms of business and industry which emerged during the early stage of the industrial 

revolution.  One important step towards free entrepreneurship, which was seen to facilitate the 

rapid growth of industrialization, was the liberal reform of 1846 which removed the entire 

guild system (Lindbeck, 1973; Svensson, 2006; Carlgren, 2015). Such dismantle of the guild 

system and freedom of business and trade (näringsfrihet) were formally guaranteed by a law 

in 1864.  These reforms were to boost entrepreneurship with high expectation. Probably, no 
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new legislation on entrepreneurial activity was introduced to regulate the new industrial and 

business activities, which can be seen as one of the most important aspects on Swedish 

legislation (Lindbeck, 1973). 

 

4. ANALYSIS 

4.1 Agricultural revolution in Scania 

Scania have consisted of agriculture since a long time ago, for two hundred years ago the 

majority of the region lived at the countryside and the region lived on taxes (Dribe, Olsson, & 

Svensson, 2010). Agricultural production is the historical base for well-being of mankind 

(Olsson & Svensson, 2017). The difference between good or bad harvest could decide 

whether the population will starve or live wealthy (Olsson & Svensson, 2017). Swedish 

economic development in general was greatly impacted by agriculture revolution, and so was 

the economic development of Scania.  

 

In Scania, there were positive significant effects on the agricultural production by the early 

enclosures set by the government (Allen, 1992; Clark, 1998; Fridlizius, 1979; Heckscher, 

1949; McCloskey, 1975; Overton, 1996; Svensson, 2006, Olsson & Svensson, 2008, 

Magnusson, 2009). Having a second rearrangement according to these enclosure acts made 

production increase even further. This positive effect can be explained by less strips that 

peasant had to manage and therefore less time they had to spend moving to different 

locations. More significantly, it was the investments in drainage often took place which 

improved the soil (Olsson & Svensson, 2008). At the same time, trade was liberalized, 

contributing to growth and encouraging Scanian peasants’ reactions to price incentives by 

grain production increasing (. The deregulations of market and grain prices brought more 

commercial opportunities for peasants in Scania. The government withdrew the prohibition 

against rural trading 1775, abolished the interior toll in 1810 as well as export regulation 

1828. Together with this movement of the government, there was more demand for grain 

coming from interior trade with deficit areas of Sweden, through the population growth and 

social differentiation resulted from the initial rise in production. As a result, the new channels 

for the Scanian grain were opened (Olsson & Svensson, 2008). Rising rents as well as the 

threat of eviction appeared to be big obstacles for the tenants under the nobility to have big 

investments. As a result, a majority of the crown tenants bought their farms during the period 

of investigation, turning them into freeholds. It was argued that peasants bought their farms to 

protect them from potential buyers (Rydeberg, 1985; Olsson, 2005). In the late 1990s farm 

sizes increased and the amount of farms decreased (Källander 2000). The increased 

productivity and production with the application of new technically advanced tools and 

improved methods to cultivating the land (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002, Olsson, 2005; Olsson & 

Svensson, 2008), the increase and change from imports of grain to exports (Fridlizius, 1981), 

commercialisation spreading through the population as well as income (Olsson & Svensson, 

2008), and deepened property right (Allen, 1992; Clark, 1998; Fridlizius, 1979; Heckscher, 

1949; McCloskey, 1975; Overton, 1996; Svensson, 2006, Olsson & Svensson, 2008, 

Magnusson, 2009) can be seen to have transformed the agriculture but at the same time it 

made possible resources also for other sectors.  

 

The agricultural transformation from 1750-1850 (Gadd, 2000; Olsson & Svensson, 2008; 

Svensson, 2016; Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002; Nilsson & Svärd, 1994) led to the 

industrialization period (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Morell, 2001). The agricultural society 

has had its ups and downs, in the beginning of the industrialization it went up (Olsson, 2005; 

Olsson & Svensson, 2008; Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002; Fridilizius, 1981; Gadd, 2002; Morell, 

2001; Flygare, & Isacson, 2003; Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Søilen, 2013). The 
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industrialization brought new possibilities for agriculture, chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides, 

machinery and an effectively use of the agricultural landscape (Morell, 2001; Flygare, & 

Isacson, 2003; Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Anderberg, 2009). The agriculture brought 

development to the industrialization as well, since it invested and financed the evolution, 

along with being one of the biggest consumers (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010; Morell, 2001). It 

can be seen that agriculture was a part of the first phase of industrialization in Scania (Jansson 

& Wästfelt, 2010). Scania was together with Stockholm the most industrialized regions in 

Sweden even before the big breakthrough (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010). The newly emerging 

industries (brick, stone, lime and cement) in the rural areas as well as new factories in the 

cities was financed with the profit from agriculture and its products and the food industry. 

Scania consisted of almost a third of all rural industrial workers in the 1870s and the most 

important industrial branches were distilleries, sugar, brick and cement factories (Jansson & 

Wästfelt, 2010). The most important industrial county in Sweden was Malmöhus County in 

southwestern Scania around the 1900s (Jansson & Wästfelt, 2010).   

 

4.2 Social change in Scania 

The remarkable social change in the countryside during the nineteenth century happened 

throughout Sweden including Scania (Lundh, 1999). However, the social differentiation 

process was observed to happen earlier and more profoundly in southern Sweden than other 

parts in of Sweden. In the plain land of Scania, the development had already started in the 

mid-eighteenth century, by the early stage of agricultural evolution. The amount of landless 

also rose remarkably in Scania, and at the same time there was an increase in economic 

differentiation of peasant farmers (Olsson and Svensson 2008). Moreover, it was seen to 

happen the mortality crisis in rural Southern Sweden during the period of 1766-1860, 

attentively in the years when food prices were particularly high, agricultural production was 

stagnant and climate particularly unfavourable. Five times of 25% more deaths than normal 

were observed between 1766 and 1860 and identified to be strongly affected by mainly the 

food price (Bengston & Brostrom, 2010), which is different from findings of Sundin and 

Willner (2003) showing that high mortality resulted from epidemics.  

 

The number of investments and new organization of labor then increased as an emergence 

from the demand of job outside agriculture (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002; Bengtsson & 

Brostrom, 2010).  Landless therefore could be exposed to new opportunities for work and 

thereby able to establish a family fairly easily (Svensson, 2006). Proletarization and 

pauperization (Bengtsson & Dribe, 2002) happening in Sweden also included Scania. The 

region’s proletariat came to the relief area in the northern part of Sweden to seek for more job 

opportunities (Sundin, & Willner, 2007). The local economic differentiation between landless 

and peasants farmers, the increased mortality as a consequence of high food price, the demand 

for job outside agriculture as well as more job opportunities in other regions therefore can be 

seen to participate in the stimulation of the industrialization. 

 

4.3 Entrepreneurship in Scania 

Some peasants took an active part in the agricultural transformation of Sweden by trying to 

reform the agriculture in a number of ways. Peasant farmers in Scania showed positive 

attitude towards change, instead of being conservative. They took place in both basic 

economic relationships and institutional structures, which could lead to new opportunities to 

realize their ambitions (Svensson, 2006). For example, an office of the first private bank of 

Sweden was established in Scania in 1831 and many peasant farmers participated in the 

transformation of agriculture by acting as bankers.  As mentioned before, peasant farmers in 
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Scania also turned crown land into freehold ones, had more investment to enlarge 

or effectively managed their lands through loans. Consequently, the land market was 

broadened. Other active engagement of peasants was in the modernization of society by 

providing their children with vaccines (Dribe & Nystedt, 2003), with schools building and 

teachers hiring (Klose, 1992), and acting in the political process (Winberg, 1985; Aronsson, 

1992). Although not all peasants were observed as active in bringing about new ways of 

organizing production or institutional change due to level of taxes, land rents impeding 

surplus and restriction on independence, more and more peasant farmers and other parts of the 

peasantry got involved in the transformation and thus facilitated new structures and 

institutions to emerge. Therefore, peasant entrepreneurs demonstrated to play a profoundly 

important role in the transformation.  

 

5. CONCLUSION 
 

To conclude, it can be seen that beside the effect of the industrialization in the neighboring 

countries in Europe leading to the takeoff of industrial revolution of Sweden in general, the 

key factors imbedded in the transition from agriculture-based to industrializing society was 

domestic factors, i.e. agrarian transformation, social change and entrepreneurship, among the 

others. Interestingly, it is possible that the latter two factors were actually considered more or 

less as a result from the agricultural transformation. Scania, the southernmost province of 

Sweden, is said to share some features of the most common types of North European 

agricultural settings but at the same time have a variation regarding socio-economic and 

topographic conditions as well as land management (Svensson, 2006). In terms of the 

explanatory factors for the transition to industrialization within the area, Scania also shared 

most of the characteristics with the whole country. Scania also underwent the intensive 

agricultural transformation in terms of high productivity, production increasing as well as 

income increasing at high rate, commercialization at every layer of society, changes from 

grain import to export. Scania had social changes similar to the rest of the country such as 

incremental economic difference between the landless and peasant farmers. The emergence of 

entrepreneurship in Scania was facilitated by dynamic participation in transforming the 

agriculture of a number of active peasants. Besides, Scania was revealed to be different from 

other regions in terms of the social change, for example, which was initiated right at the 

beginning of transformation in comparison to the other regions due to the new enclosure act 

introduced first in Scania then the spreaded to the others.  

However, this differentiation was not deeply investigated. For example, how much such 

explanatory factors differing from the other parts of Sweden which could make its 

contribution to the industrialization outstanding was not clarified. This is the limitation of this 

paper. Furthermore, this paper only suggests three key embedded drivers, whereas more 

factors can be seen to take part in the industrialization, such as literacy or education, which 

has been controversially debated (Nilsson, Pettersson & Svensson, 1999). Hence, it is then 

suggested that future study can take this as an initiative to investigate the extent of 

differentiation between Scania and the rest of Sweden or focus on other factors which could 

probably exert great influence.  

 

Moreover, speaking about agriculture in Scania particularly as well as Sweden in general, it is 

remarkable to have a special attention to organic agriculture since it is indicated that organic 

agriculture will continue to grow, thanks to positive interest from consumers, farmers and 

policy makers, and with national goals (Källander, 2000). Other concerns might be then about 

sustainable development of organic agriculture in terms of organic food price, resource usage, 



 12 

energy consumption, etc. Research in relation to that could probably be carried out by other 

authors.  
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